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PEOPLES SCORECARD

TO OUR MEMBERS,

MPA is working every day to pass
policies in Maine that will allow us
to build a world where everyone has
what they need, contributes what
they can, and where no one is left
behind. We make more progress
towards this vision each year, and
we are excited to share with you
the enclosed legislative scorecard
that summarizes progress towards
some of our policy priorities in the
most recent legislative session.

This year marks an important
achievement for MPA; it's our 40th
anniversary! What began as a
small group of Lewiston neighbors
around a kitchen table in 1982 has
grown into a statewide organiza-
tion with over 32,000 members and
a record of winning historic cam-
paigns for social change.

We are celebrating forty years of
real progress. When dangerous po-
litical leaders have used racism to
divide people, MPA members have
always come together across lines
of difference to demand justice for
all, no exceptions. When big cor-
porations have tried to get away
with polluting our rivers, cheating
their way out of taxes and corrupt-
ing politicians, MPA members have
won lawsuits and passed policies to

reign in their power. When lawmak-
ers have failed to make progress on
some of the issues most important
to Maine voters—low wages, ac-
cess to health care, voting rights
and more—MPA has put power in
the hands of voters, and won bal-
lot initiatives that have transformed
our state.

We are celebrating forty years of
grassroots power. For decades,
MPA members have shown what's
possible when everyday people de-
cide to get involved in working for
change. We have developed thou-
sands of volunteer leaders and re-
cruited hundreds of Mainers to run
for elected office. We have stayed
true to the convictions of our early
founders that those best positioned
to lead efforts to remedy injustice
are those who have experienced
the impacts of that injustice in their
daily lives. We have supported
Mainers without health insurance
in leading a campaign to win Med-
icaid expansion; we have organized
Maine workers to fight for and win
paid time off; we have united resi-
dents along the Penobscot River to
join a lawsuit to hold Mallinckrodt
corporation accountable for their
mercury pollution. MPA members

have shown us, time after time, that
we are more powerful together than
any one of us could be alone.

Finally, we are celebrating forty
years of remarkable people. Every-
thing MPA has accomplished has
been made possible by countless
people in Maine who have made
the choice to stand up for what
they believe in. MPA members
have bravely shared their stories
of personal hardship and injustice;
they have spoken truth to power
even when change has felt unlike-
ly; they have pushed themselves to
learn from defeats and grow with
changing times. For 40 years, MPA
members have refused to give up
on winning the world we want for
future generations.

The remainder of 2022 will be busy.
We'll be working to remind Mainers
about the dangers of re-electing
former Governor Paul LePage, and
getting out the vote for progres-
sive champions in districts across
Maine. We'll be collecting petition
signatures to launch a ballot ini-
tiative for paid family and medical
leave for Maine workers and fami-
lies. We'll be starting a new “deep
canvass” program to engage Maine
voters in conversations about the

role of immigrants in Maine com-
munities and the need to push back
against the xenophobic rhetoric
that pits neighbors against one an-
other. Our news website, Beacon,
will continue to lift up the voices
that other news outlets ignore. We'll
be doing all of this and more, and
we'd love for you to get involved!

We also hope you can join us in
celebrating forty years of people,
power and progress on September
23rd in Portland (see our website
for details on tickets). This year we
are also working to get 4,000 MPA
members to donate monthly to MPA
through their checking accounts
(you can use the enclosed enve-
lope). Please consider supporting
our next generation of work! (you
can use the enclosed envelope).

Thank you for your support, and
best wishes to you and your loved
ones.

Amy Halsted & Jesse Graham
Co-Directors of MPA

s Jome
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Gina Morin, Lewiston
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ABOUT MPA

The Maine People’s

Alliance (MPA) is Maine's
largest community action
organization, representing
over 32,000 members across
the state. Our mission is

to create a world where
everyone has what they need,
contributes what they can,
and no one is left behind.

Throughout the organization’s
40-year history, MPA has
worked on dozens of

local, state and national
issue campaigns. From
holding corporate polluters
accountable, to organizing
to raise the minimum wage,
to standing up for immigrant
rights, MPA members have
joined neighbors and friends
to work for the kind of world
in which we want to live.

To find out more about
getting involved with the
Maine People’s Alliance, visit
www.mainepeoplesalliance.
org. You can stay up to date
on the latest political news
on our news site, Beacon, at
www.mainebeacon.com.

You can subscribe to our
weekly podcast about Maine
politics on iTunes or here:
www.mainebeacon.com/
podcast-preview/.

(tg))

FIND YOUR POWER
WITH MPA'S VOLUNTEER
LOBBY TEAM

Each week during the legislative
session, members of MPA's volun-
teer lobby team travel to Augusta,
where they get to speak directly
with lawmakers about their per-
sonal experiences and the various
bills that would make a difference in
their lives. For many, this experience
has taught them the power of their
personal story as well as the impact
they can make on their own state
and community. We asked mem-
bers of our lobby team to share a
time that they felt powerful this past
legislative session.

Lobby team co-leader Amy Larkin of
Arundel said she felt powerful when
she participated in a press confer-
ence and delivered a petition with
over 1,200 signatures in support of
a statewide Paid Family and Med-
ical Leave policy to the governor's
office. Amy, who provides care for
her 100-year-old grandmother, said,
“it was great to stand alongside
mothers, grandmothers, business
owners and students in calling for a
system that will benefit all Mainers.”

University of Maine student Lucca
Hamina said he felt powerful after
the legislature passed a bill to help
secure clean water for the Passam-
aquoddy people at Sipayik. Though
disappointed by the failure of the
tribal sovereignty bill to be signed
into law, Lucca said it was good
“knowing that even if not all bills
can get passed some will and those
acts can improve people’s lives.”

Gina Morin had tried for years to
recruit their friend Donna Blanch-
ette-Lizotte to come to a MPA lob-
by day. Gina said it was powerful
to see Donna, “who is so affected
by policy find her voice,” and share
her experience with her elected of-
ficials. Donna agreed, saying that,
despite being nervous, sharing her
experience with lawmakers made
her feel “validated for the first time
in forever.”

If you are interested in getting in-
volved with MPA's lobby team, con-
tact Amy Larkin at amyjanejane@
gmail.com.

ABOUT THE SCORECARD

At MPA, we wake up in the morning thinking about how to move power

from the wealthy and corporate interests that dominate our government

and economy into the hands of everyday people. One of the

ways we do that is making sure that Maine people have the tools they

need to participate in our democracy and hold our elected officials

accountable.

Every year, MPA releases a legislative scorecard to show how your state

legislators voted on the most critical issues that defined each legislative

session and made the biggest impact on people's lives. There are more

than 1,500 bills typically heard in a two-year session, so we try to cut

through the noise and highlight the votes that mattered the most.

Our scorecard covers a wide range of issues, because we know that

Mainers struggle with a bunch of things at once: making ends meet,

finding affordable healthcare, helping family members struggling with

substance use disorder, sending our kids to underfunded schools, and

facing discrimination. We take a comprehensive look at ALL bills that

got a vote and select the ones that represent the full range of what

makes a difference in the lives of Mainers.

Every Mainer should know whether their elected officials were actually

representing their values.

www.mainepeoplesalliance.org
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Bill descriptions can be found on pages 9-11
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District 96 - Montville
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L DESCHI

LD 151 - Allowing Farm
Workers to Unionize

Sponsored by Representative Thom
Harnett (D-Gardiner)

v MPA SUPPORTED

This bill would have made it legal for
farm workers to organize for the sake
of bargaining for wages, benefits and
other working conditions without fear
of reprisal.

WHY IT MATTERS: Both the Fair Labor
Standards Act and the National Labor
Relations Act, passed as part of the

New Deal, excluded farm workers and
domestic workers — groups that have
and continue to be largely composed of
people of color. LD151 sought to right this
historical wrong of farm workers being
excluded from labor protections and join
states like California, where farmworkers
have had the ability to unionize since
the 1970s.

WHAT HAPPENED: Late last session,
the House and Senate passed LD 151,
giving Governor Mills three days at the
beginning of this session to either veto
the bill, sign it into law, or allow it to
become law without her signature. She
vetoed it and House lawmakers were
unable to reach the two-thirds majority
necessary for a veto override.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 448 (House vote
failing to override governor's veto)

LD 585 - Expanding Tribal
Gaming

Original bill sponsored by Assistant
Majority Leader Rachel Talbot Ross
(D-Portland) and amendment sponsored
by Senator Anne Carney (D-Cumberland)

v MPA SUPPORTED

LD 585 grants the tribes access to
Maine's mobile sports betting market,
reduces tribal taxes, and creates a
pathway for greater collaboration
between the Wabanaki Nations and
the State.

WHY IT MATTERS: The Wabanaki
Nations were independent and
self-sufficient before European

colonization. However, centuries of
colonization and exploitation have
sapped the tribes of much of their land
and resources. Granting them control
of mobile sports betting is a small but
necessary step for the tribes to regain
their economic independence.

WHAT HAPPENED: Governor Mills
lifted up LD 585 as a compromise in
response to the more sweeping LD 1626.
While the tribes supported LD 585, they
were clear that their ultimate goal was
full recognition of tribal sovereignty.

The legislature passed LD 585 and the
governor signed it into law.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 573
SENATE ROLL CALL: 791

LD 696 - Prohibiting Solitary
Confinement

Sponsored by Representative Grayson
Lookner (D-Portland)

KLNAVILHALL

v MPA SUPPORTED

LD 696 in its original form sought to
define and regulate the use of solitary
confinement in Maine's Correction
System. The bill was narrowed to merely
define and report on solitary confinement
after facing opposition from the Maine
Department of Corrections (MDOC) and
its allies.

WHY IT MATTERS: The United Nations
defines solitary confinement as a form

of torture. That is because it causes
lasting—often irreparable—psychological
damage and shortens lives and makes
successful rehabilitation and reentry near
impossible. We should not be spending
taxpayer dollars on torture. MDOC denies
that solitary confinement is still being
practiced in Maine, but incarcerated
people and family members say it
continues under different euphemistic
names like "segregated housing,”
“maximum security,” “isolation” or “room
confinement,” depending on the facility.

WHAT HAPPENED: An amended
version of the bill passed the House
78-58 on March 29, but Senator Susan
Deschambualt, who worked for the
MDOC for over 40 years, radically altered
the bill by introducing an amendment
that struck any mention of solitary
confinement from state statute and the
bill died in nonconcurrence between
chambers.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 565
SENATE ROLL CALL: 755

LD 906 - Addressing the
Water Crisis at Sipayik

Sponsored by Representative Rena Newell
(Passamaquoddy)

v MPA SUPPORTED

LD 906 will help address the ongoing
water crisis at Sipayik (Pleasant

Point reservation) by exempting the
Passamaquoddy Water District from
paying property taxes, allowing the utility
to cover costs associated with necessary
water quality upgrades. The bill will also
open up two parcels of Passamaquoddy
land to serve as alternative sources of
water. Finally, the bill would allow the
Passamaquoddy Tribe to regulate their
own drinking water in coordination
with the Environmental Protection
Agency — just as all other tribes outside
of Maine do.

WHY IT MATTERS: The Passamaquoddy
water crisis is perhaps the most

striking example of the detrimental
impact of state control over tribal

affairs. For decades, people who live

on the reservation have had water
pouring from their taps that is often
odorous, discolored and tainted with
high levels of carcinogens. Allowing

the Passamaquoddy to regulate their
own water supply will return a small but
significant part of the sovereignty that the
state has taken from them.

WHAT HAPPENED: LD 906 passed
both chambers of the legislature with
bipartisan majorities and was signed by
the governor.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 552 (to accept the
amended majority committee report)
SENATE ROLL CALL: 749

LD 1129 - Stopping "Dark
Stores"” tax scheme

Sponsored by Representative Ann Matlack
(D-St. George)

v MPA SUPPORTED

Large chain stores try to exploit a “dark
store” tax scheme by arguing their retail
properties should be valued the same as
abandoned shopping centers that have

www.mainepeoplesalliance.org
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lost economic value. LD 1129 empowers
towns to fairly tax retail properties and
prevent big corporations from exploiting
this tax scheme.

WHY IT MATTERS: Our communities

are stronger when everyone, including
the wealthy and big corporations, pay
their fair share in taxes. A 2019 report by
the Maine Center for Economic Policy
(MECEP) found that of the 25 Maine
towns with the highest retail sales, 17 had
big box stores appeal their property tax
valuations. Facing megacorporations like
Walmart with nearly unlimited resources,
many towns give into their appeals,
costing taxpayers hundreds of thousands
of dollars in possible revenue and robbing
our communities of resources to invest

in important programs that benefit
everyone.

WHAT HAPPENED: LD 1129 passed both
chambers and went into law without the
governor's signature.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 464
SENATE ROLL CALL: 749

LD 1337 - Vacant Properties
Fee to Fund Affordable
Housing

Sponsored by Representative Christopher
Kessler (D-South Portland)

v MPA SUPPORTED

This bill as amended would have enabled
municipalities to create a modest tax on
year-round homes that are unoccupied
for more than six months of the year

to encourage second homeowners to
rent their homes to local residents and
provide additional funding for affordable
housing. LD 1337 also provided generous
exemptions to ensure that anyone
receiving any public assistance, moderate
income Mainers who earn less than 150%
of the median income in the Portland
metro area, owners of seasonal camps,
homes offering licensed child care and
others are exempt from the vacancy tax.

WHY IT MATTERS: Maine has the
highest rate of vacant homes in the
country, which puts additional pressure
on our lack of housing statewide. This bill
would have created an incentive to use
vacation homes as year-round housing
and additional funding for affordable
housing development and preservation.

WHAT HAPPENED: The bill didn't pass.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 465
SENATE ROLL CALL: 620
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LD 1338 - Preventing
Retaliation Against Using
Paid Time Off

Sponsored by Representative Rebecca
Millett (D-Cape Elizabeth)

v MPA SUPPORTED

LD 1338 sought to close a loophole in our
state’s Paid Time Off law that hampered
its effectiveness by allowing employers
to reassign or demote an employee,
reduce their hours, pass them over for
promotions, or even fire them for taking
the PTO they have rightly earned.

WHY IT MATTERS: No one should have
to choose between a paycheck or taking
care of themselves or a loved one. When
retaliation is legal, it has a chilling effect
on employees’ ability to exercise their
labor rights.

WHAT HAPPENED: Last year both
chambers voted to pass LD 1338. This
year Governor Mills vetoed the bill and
the House failed to reach a two-thirds
majority to override the veto.

HOUSE VETO OVERRIDE ROLL CALL: 615

LD 1610 - Improving Data
Collection to Inform Better
Policymaking

Sponsored by Assistant Majority Leader
Rachel Talbot Ross (D-Portland)

v MPA SUPPORTED

This bill would provide the public and
lawmakers with a better understanding
of our population and how it is changing
over time. It would also set standards
for how data is collected, stored and
accessed by establishing a state data
governance program. It was written

as a companion to legislation passed
last session to establish racial impact
statements for bills, which is an
assessment of the potential impact that
legislation could have on historically
disadvantaged racial populations,
similar to how all legislation receives a
fiscal note.

WHY IT MATTERS: For our state to grow
and prosper, we need to ensure Maine

is a state where everyone, regardless

of race, can thrive. We know that Maine
is not immune to systemic racism and
that many of our systems work better for
white Mainers than for racial and ethnic
minorities or members of tribal nations.

Laws and policies that have an unequal
racial effect are part of systemic racism.

In order for racial impact statements
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to give lawmakers a full picture of how
proposed laws will impact different
populations, we need better data. This
bill allows policymakers to collect and
track more and better information about
Maine people to help inform the best
policy decisions.

WHAT HAPPENED: LD 1610 passed and
was signed by the governor.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 486
SENATE ROLL CALL: 649

7 Wk

LD 1626 - Restoring Tribal
Sovereignty

Sponsored by Assistant Majority Leader
Rachel Talbot-Ross (D-Portland)

v MPA SUPPORTED

This bill updates Maine law to restore
sovereign rights to the Wabanaki tribes in
Maine, reestablishing the same rights as
citizens of all other federally recognized
tribes in the United States.

WHY IT MATTERS: The Wabanaki
Nations, who lived in this region for
thousands of years before European
colonizers arrived, are still fighting for
their rights as sovereign nations to be
recognized by the State. LD 1626 would
have altered the Maine Indian Claims
Settlement Act of 1980, which has left
the Wabanaki with less authority over
natural resources, gaming, taxation
and criminal justice than 570 other
federally recognized tribes. This has
stifled economic development and
has prevented tribes from accessing
federal funding.

WHAT HAPPENED: Thanks to the
tireless work of tribal leaders and allies,
LD 1626 passed both chambers of the
legislature with bipartisan support.
However after the Governor signaled
strong opposition to the bill and a veto
threat, the bill was held back by the
legislature on procedural and technical
grounds and died at the end of session
without arriving at the Governor's desk.

LD 1639 - Stopping Out-of-
state Toxic Waste Dumping

Sponsored by Senator Anne Carney
(D-Cumberland)

v MPA SUPPORTED

This bill closes a loophole that allowed
toxic waste from neighboring New
England state to be dumped at the state-
owned Juniper Ridge landfill.

WHY IT MATTERS: Juniper Ridge landfill

in Alton, which borders the Penobscot
Nation reservation, has long been a
dumping ground for toxic waste from
surrounding states. About 90% of the
waste sent to a processing facility in
Lewiston that ends up in Juniper Ridge
is from out of state, with the bulk of
that from Massachusetts. In addition,
Juniper Ridge is filling 32% faster than
anticipated. If it continues to expand,

it would lead to increased pollution,
disproportionately impacting citizens of
Penobscot Nation, residents living near
the landfill, and the Penobscot River
and Bay.

WHAT HAPPENED: LD 1639 passed the
legislature with overwhelming support
and was signed by the governor.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 549
SENATE ROLL CALL: 714

5 W b

LD 1704 - Changing Estate
Tax to Fund Affordable
Housing

Sponsored by House Assistant Majority
Leader Rachel Talbot-Ross (D-Portland)

v MPA SUPPORTED

Large chain stores try to exploit a “dark
store” tax scheme by arguing their retail
properties should be valued the same as
abandoned shopping centers that have
lost economic value. A 2019 report by
the Maine Center for Economic Policy
(MECEP) found that of the 25 Maine
towns with the highest retail sales, 17
had big box stores appeal their property
tax valuations. LD 1129 empowers towns
to fairly tax retail properties. LD 1704
redirects 50% of the revenue from the
estate tax into the Maine State Housing
Authority’s fund to construct new
affordable housing units.

WHY IT MATTERS: Maine is facing

an affordable housing crisis, with a
shortage of 20,000 affordable housing
units. By restoring the estate tax and
directing its revenue toward affordable
housing, we could have addressed two
growing crises: wealth inequality and
affordable housing.

WHAT HAPPENED: Former Governor
Paul LePage created a large loophole

in Maine's estate tax, increasing the
exemption amount from $1 million to
over $5 million. LD 1704 originally sought
to return the estate tax to pre-LePage
levels. Coming up against Governor
Mills" opposition to raising taxes, Rep.
Talbot-Ross amended the bill to keep the
exclusion amount unchanged but still
designate 50% of estate tax revenue to
affordable housing. The bill died at the
end of session due to lack of funding
being appropriated for the bill.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 494
SENATE ROLL CALL: 662
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LD 1862 - Expanding Maine's
Good Samaritan Law

Sponsored by Senator Chloe Maxmin
(D-Lincoln)
v MPA SUPPORTED

LD 1862 expands Maine's Good Samaritan
law, which ensures that people who

call for medical help at the scene of an
overdose are protected from certain
criminal offenses. The bill expands legal
protections to anyone rendering aid at
the scene of an overdose from arrest or
prosecution for nearly all non-violent
crimes in addition to probation and bail
condition violations.

WHY IT MATTERS: Maine's approach

to drug use has long prioritized
incarceration over compassion leading

to deadly consequences for our
communities. Last year, we lost 636
Mainers to preventable overdoses,

nearly two a day. The threat of criminal
penalties instills fear in individuals at the
scene of an overdose, which leads to
countless preventable deaths. LD 1862
makes it easier for people to do the right
thing in that moment and save lives and it
moves our state one step closer to a more
compassionate, public health-driven
approach to drug policy.

WHAT HAPPENED: Thanks to tireless
organizing by advocates in the recovery
community, the bill won strong bipartisan
votes in both chambers, rejecting an
amendment from Governor Mills that
would have severely weakened the

bill. Advocates refused to back down

in the face of a veto threat from the
Governor, ultimately bringing Mills to

the negotiating table to pass a strong
compromise bill that will make Maine's
Good Samaritan law one of the strongest
in the nation.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 580
SENATE ROLL CALL: 777

Sife synge exchonges
SAVE. LIVES.

o SRS TE FONG?

LD 1909 - Removing
Restrictions on Syringe
Service Programs

Sponsored by Representative Genevieve
McDonald (D-Stonington)

v MPA SUPPORTED

LD 1909 puts Maine in line with public
health recommendations by rescinding
a policy known as one-for-one exchange,
which requires providers to receive a
used syringe from a person in order

to provide them a clean one. It instead
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empowers the Maine CDC to determine
the number of needles that may be
provided. This comes on the heels of

a bill from last session, also from Rep.
McDonald, that decriminalized syringe
possession.

WHY IT MATTERS: Too many of our
leaders continue to approach drug use as
an issue of crime and punishment rather
than a matter of public health and our
communities pay the price. People who
use intravenous drugs will continue to

do so regardless of whether they have
access to a clean syringe or not. LD
1909 saves lives by reducing infection
and disease.

WHAT HAPPENED: LD 1909 passed
both chambers and was signed into law
by the governor.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 461

LD 1961 - Reforming the
Maine State Housing Board

Sponsored by Senator Craig Hickman
(D-Kennebec)

v MPA SUPPORTED

LD 1961 addresses housing disparities
and prioritizes fair housing in the state's
goals for land use and development.

It also changes the board of the state
housing authority by clarifying the

FAQS

Where can | find my
legislators’ scores?
Here: http://mpascorecard.org/
legislators.

Where can | find bill

descriptions?
Here: http://mpascorecard.org/bills.

To learn more about each individual bill,
click the “details” box.

What are the issues you

included in the scorecard?
The range of bills we scored touched
upon a number of issues, including:
access to health care and housing, tax
fairness, criminal justice reform, tribal
sovereignty, workers rights, climate
change, and racial justice.

need for more impacted voices to be
represented on the board—from tenant
advocates to fair housing experts to
energy efficiency experts.

WHY IT MATTERS: Maine needs a multi-
pronged approach to solving our housing
crisis. Part of the solution is to build more
housing of all types. This bill would make
that more of a priority in our zoning and
land use regulations. It would also add
important voices to the board of the state
housing authority.

WHAT HAPPENED: The bill passed and
was signed by the governor.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 522
SENATE ROLL CALL: 700

other groups underrepresented in the
construction industry.

WHY IT MATTERS: Our response to
climate change has the potential to
create thousands of new jobs throughout
our economy, but we must take deliberate
steps to create high quality, family-
sustaining jobs and advance equity in our
policies. LD 1969 ensures that those most
impacted by climate change are able to
take part in the green energy revolution
to address it. Pre-apprenticeship and
apprenticeship programs will help
workers earn while they learn and Maine
will develop a skilled, local clean energy
workforce for these projects and beyond.

WHAT HAPPENED: LD 1969 passed the
legislature, was funded and went into law
without the governor's signature.

| “ L” HOUSE ROLL CALL: 558

LD 1969 - Strong Labor
Standards for Renewable
Energy Projects

Sponsored by Representative Scott Cuddy
(D-Winterport)

v MPA SUPPORTED

LD 1969 helps create a just transition

to renewable energy by applying a
prevailing wage to green energy projects.
It also uses apprenticeships and pre-
apprenticeships to create a pathway

to good clean energy jobs for women,
people of color, New Mainers and

Why are some bills scored
in the House and not the

Senate, and vice-versa?

We score bills that received a “roll call”
vote (where the individual “yes" or

“no” votes on a bill are recorded). Not
every bill receives a “roll call” in both
chambers. Sometimes that's because the
vote was never taken up by one of the
chambers. Other times it's because the
bill passed “under the hammer,” meaning
unanimously. We can't score a bill if we
don't know how each legislator voted
on it, so there are a few cases where
we could only score it in the House or
the Senate.

How are absences scored?
We at MPA believe in the importance

of having a legislature led by everyday
Mainers. However, the challenges of
being a working person or someone
with caretaking responsibilities makes
legislative duties increasingly difficult for
some lawmakers. Due to the additional

' SENATE ROLL CALL: 778

LD 2003 - Reforming Zoning
Laws to Encourage More
Affordable Housing

Sponsored by Speaker of the House Ryan
Fecteau (D-Biddeford)

v MPA SUPPORTED

Last year a state commission explored
opportunities to reform Maine's zoning
and land use laws to encourage the

restrictions and challenges of the
pandemic, this year we decided to part
from tradition and not count absences
against a lawmaker's score as we hope
it more accurately reflects who votes to
support progressive policies in Maine.

Do you have scores from the

previous legislative session?
Yes, visit https://mpascorecard.
org/2019 to view our 2019 scorecard and
visit https://mpascorecard.org/2018/ to
view our 2018 scorecard.

What do | do with this

information?

First: Please share this scorecard. Every
Mainer has the right to know how their
elected officials voted, and whether
they were actually representing their
constituents—or the interests of the
wealthy and corporations.

Second: Get involved. Write or call your
legislator to tell them your thoughts on
their votes. And the ultimate form of

www.mainepeoplesalliance.org

construction of more housing. LD 2003
incorporates several recommendations
from the commission including
expanding the right to build accessory
dwelling units (basement apartments,
granny flats, carriage houses, etc.),
increase housing density for affordable
housing development in certain areas,
and require that local zoning actively
supports fair housing.

WHY IT MATTERS: When communities
lack a diversity of housing types, people
can't live near where they work, schools
become segregated by class and people
are forced to leave communities that they
love. By reforming some of the state's
most restrictive and outdated zoning
laws, we can better ensure that every
community contributes to meeting our
housing needs and benefits by being a
place with the housing needed to meet
the demand.

WHAT HAPPENED: The original bill
was significantly amended to address
municipal concerns. It passed and was
signed by the governor.

HOUSE ROLL CALL: 767
SENATE ROLL CALL: 570

accountability? Elections. You can see

if your legislators are up for re-election
when you look up their score. Happy with
how they voted? Volunteer to knock on
some doors, make phone calls, and help
get them back in office. Unhappy with
their score? Volunteer with the person
challenging them.

Who do | talk to if | have any
other questions about the

scorecard?
Email MPA lobbyist Adam Zuckerman at
Adam@mainepeoplesalliance.org.
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In 2022 Session, Mills Moved by
Advocacy to Support Progressive Policies

LD585 LD 906 LD 1129

130th
Governor Party] Score| LD151
MILLS, JANET D | 83% | VETO

LD 1338

LD1610 LD1639 LD 1862

LD 1909

LD 1961 LD 1969 LD 2003

VETO

In the third legislative year shaped
by the COVID-19 pandemic and its
fallout, Gov. Janet Mills stayed her
established course. She signed into
law a number of bills that will make
a real difference in many Mainers’
lives. She was also less inclined to
exercise overt veto power and, fac-
ing extraordinary advocacy efforts
led by ordinary Mainers including
many of MPA's 32,000 members,
came to the table to negotiate some
significant compromises.

In this legislative session, Gov. Jan-
et Mills signed bills that will help
address serious issues in Maine, in-
cluding climate change, education,
and public and mental health. These
include LD 1911, which makes Maine
the first state to ban the spread of
PFAS-laced fertilizer on Maine
farmland; LD 1639, which closes a
loophole that allowed out-of-state
waste to be dumped in Maine, and
LD 1862, which strengthens Maine's
Good Samaritan law. Her adminis-
tration also advocated on behalf
of zoning reforms and affordable
housing energy efficiency, and
funded key positions to support
that work in her budget.

Many of Mills' actions this session
will make a positive difference in
the lives of Mainers, even as her
outlook consistently falls to the
more conservative side of the Dem-
ocratic spectrum on some of the is-
sues most important to MPA mem-
bers. These include criminal law
and incarceration, drug policy, and
worker rights. She also consistently
opposed tribal sovereignty.

But we saw this session that as a
result of successful advocacy ef-
forts by ordinary Mainers including
MPA members and many others,
she was moved to support bills or
negotiate with advocates over bills
she may initially have opposed.

One maijor shift for Mills this ses-
sion was that she vetoed far fewer
bills - six this year, compared to 21
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in 2021. This year's vetoes of bills
to reform Maine's carceral system
and strengthen workers rights were
consistent with her vetoes of similar
bills last year.

In the list of bills that Mills didn't veto
this year, there's a lot to be excited
about. Because those indicate that,
unlike in 2021, Mills is being moved
to negotiate with Mainers who have
been building power around their
issues.

One example of this is the Good
Samaritan bill, LD 1862, which Mills
signed in a public ceremony. In the
past, Mills has been hostile to bills
that address the opioid crisis as the
public health issue it is. Last year,
her administration opposed a bill to
make drug possession a civil pen-
alty rather than a felony. This year,
however, powerful advocacy by a
coalition of Maine organizations
led to Mills signing a bill that makes
Maine's Good Samaritan law the
strongest in the nation.

This change was the result of hard,
smart work in the public sphere
and behind the scenes by commit-
ted activists from Maine's recovery,
harm reduction, and re-entry com-
munities as well as families, faith
leaders, and advocacy organiza-
tions.

Another bill that illustrates this point
was LD 1626, which would have
recognized the inherent sovereign-
ty of the tribes in Maine. Last year,
the Mills administration testified
against the bill, and it was pushed
forward into this year's special ses-
sion.

This year, LD 1626, backed by
a powerful popular movement,
passed with broad bipartisan sup-
port in both houses of the legisla-
ture. Wanting to avoid an unpopular
veto, Mills asked the legislature not
to send the bill to her desk. But she
did sign another bill concerning the
tribes in Maine that she'd previously

opposed: LD 906, a bill to address
the unsafe and deteriorating water
system at the Pleasant Point Passa-
maquoddy Reservation known as
Sipayik.

Mills also introduced and ultimate-
ly signed a counteroffer to LD 1626:
LD 585, a compromise agreement
with the Wabanaki Nations that
gave the tribes exclusive control of
online sports betting markets.

LDs 906 and 585 are not tribal sov-
ereignty. But the gains from those
bills will be real, and they come as
a result of the power that the tribes,
as well as the coalition supporting
them, built in the public sphere and
in Augusta.

Mills' governance this year must be
seen in the context of the looming
November election, in which she
will face former Gov. Paul LePage (
all legislative seats are also up for
election).

Although one cannot speculate as
to Mills' intent, some moves did
seem designed to quiet potential
criticism from Republicans, in-
cluding issuing direct payments
of $850 to about 858,000 Mainers
with incomes up to $100,000. As
Mills pointed out when she intro-
duced her proposal in her State of
the State address, this was an idea
from legislative Republicans.

While the checks were vital to some,
and a welcome infusion of cash to

www.mainepeoplesalliance.org

many more, the one-time payments
spent more than half of the $1.2 bil-
lion surplus and left only about $12
million unallocated to fund passed
bills whose costs were estimated
at about $1 billion. That's money the
state could have used to address
urgent needs now, and plant seeds
for the future.

Gov. Mills and MPA are not always in
alignment on all the issues, but this
session has shown that the gover-
nor can be moved by pressure both
inside and outside the State House,
and is willing to work with more
progressive advocates toward the
common goal of a more equitable
Maine. This is much more than we
can say about her predecessor and
opponent Gov. Paul LePage, who
during his two terms took every op-
portunity to roll back health care,
gut the social safety net and child
protections, and cut education, and
whose actions, as well as the cul-
ture he created at the State House,
made almost any advance nearly
impossible.

With the elections in November, it's
not clear what the next legislative
session will look like. But if Mills is
still governor in 2023, we look for-
ward to supporting her in the pur-
suit of our shared goals, and con-
tinuing to push her to do the right
thing on the issues that matter most
to Mainers.
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130th Legislative Session at a glance

The 130th Legislative Session ended

its second year with much to cele- §

brate. As COVID 19 rose and fell and
citizen activism returned in force to
the state house, legislators passed
bills that will make real change in
the lives of many Mainers. Yet pres-
sure from powerful political play-

ers who favor the status quo led to A

some vital bills being watered down
or left unfunded, despite clear pub-
lic support for progressive chang-
es, showing us where we have
more organizing to do in the years
to come.

This was the third year during
which lawmakers were operat-
ing under the new reality of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic
has created tremendous hardships
for many; but when our world is
shaken, it creates an opportunity
to build something better. It was
in that spirit that ordinary Mainers
from all around the state turned out
in large numbers this year to tell
their stories. And legislators got
the message.

This year, Maine's legislature
passed and funded bills that will,
among other things, help tackle
Maine's housing crisis, ensure that
more Maine children have health
care coverage, invest in behavioral
health care, and bring us closer to
addressing climate change, toxic
PFAS pollution, and environmental
racism in our state.

The state will meet its obligation to
fund 55% of K-12 education as well
as fully funding community college
for Maine high school students who
graduate in the next two years,
and raise wages for child care
workers. It will also provide a criti-

cal cost of living increase for state
pension holders.

Other new policies will direct the
state to respond more humanely to
the overdose epidemic, help work-
ers prepare for jobs in the trades,
and lessen racial and class ineg-
uities in our legal, tax, and policy
systems.

But we had the opportunity to do
so much more. This year and next,
Maine is expected to take in more
than $1.2 billion more than originally
projected. This kind of surplus is a
chance to do something big, bold,
and transformative, and make last-
ing change in the lives of Maine
people. Instead, about half of the
budget (which is largely negotiat-
ed behind closed doors was used
for $850 checks to about 858,000
people who earned as much as
$100,000 last year.

This left just $12 million to split
among nearly 250 vital bills the leg-
islature had passed - bills whose
combined costs totaled more than
a billion dollars. As a result, Maine's
response to issues including legal
defense for low-income people and

) BEACON

Beacon is a website and podcast created by the Maine People's
Alliance to highlight the experiences of everyday Mainers,

share information about the political and policy processes that
affect Maine people and promote a progressive worldview
based on community, fairness and investing in the future.
Beacon features rigorous reporting, political analysis and smart,
progressive voices from across the state.

You can follow our work at MaineBeacon.com

pay increases for public employees
will be underfunded.

The absence of bold, transforma-
tional legislation to address Maine's
most pressing issues was disap-
pointing. But it wasn't necessarily
surprising. Put simply, change is
hard, and policies that would have
made the kind of sweeping change
we need ran up against entrenched
institutions ranging from the indus-
tries that oppose tribal sovereignty,
to well-heeled suburbs and rural
small towns opposing changes to
make Maine’s housing market more
equitable, to our investor-owned
utilities. Those organizations exer-
cised their influence to prevent or
water down much-needed reforms.

But, as we saw, people who have the
power to push back against these

groups, especially movements led
by those directly impacted by the
issues they were fighting for, were
able to get results.

We saw this in the movement to
recognize tribal sovereignty and
the successful passage of two
less sweeping (but still vital) bills
relating to the tribes in Maine, de-
spite the loss on LD 1626. And we
saw it in the effort to expand our
state's Good Samaritan law, when
a coalition of people directly im-
pacted by the opioid crisis re-
fused to back down in the face of
a veto threat and won passage of
a bill that will save people’s lives.

When we pushed hard for pro-
gressive change, those who ben-
efit from the status quo fought
back. That's to be expected. But
the fact that MPA members - the
ordinary people of this state -
challenged those powerful insti-
tutions and changed the conver-
sation around what is possible is
a triumph for all of us.

We're excited about continu-
ing to help MPA members push
for the things we all care about,
and keeping entrenched powers
on the defensive as together we
fight for a world where everyone
has what they need, contributes
what they can, and no one is left
behind.

We're taking paid
leave to the
ballot.

Volunteer to help collect
signatures today!

Visit mainepeoplesalliance.org/mainersforpaidleave

<>

Maine People’s
Alliance

www.mainepeoplesalliance.org

to learn more.

MA'NERS for
PAID LEAVE | .~
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MPA Champion Legislators

MPA is grateful to all of the elected
officials who went above and beyond
to work with MPA to champion pol-
icies that bring us closer to being a
state where everyone has what they
need, contributes what they can and
no one is left behind. We couldn’t
include them all nor all of their ac-
complishments, but here are a few
highlights from the 2022 session.

Thank you all!

As Senate Chair of the Taxation
Committee, Sen. Ben Chipman
(D-Portland) led an effort to target
direct cash payments to those most
in need. He also sponsored LD 484,
which created a sustainable fund-
ing stream for affordable housing in
Maine.

Sen. Chloe Maxmin (D-Nobleboro)
refused to back down in the face
of a veto threat, rallying a diverse
group of lawmakers, directly-im-
pacted people, and allies to pass
the most expansive Good Samar-
itan protections for people using
substances in the nation.

Rep. Charlotte Warren (D-Hallow-
ell) fought tirelessly for an equitable
budget, to fix an unjust carceral sys-
tem and to save lives lost to the opi-
oid crisis. This included rallying her
colleagues to help pass the nation’s
strongest Good Samaritan law.

Rep. Thom Harnett (D-Gardiner)
led the valiant but ultimately unsuc-
cessful fight to allow farmworkers
to organize and as House Chair of
the Judiciary Committee, he helped
rally his colleagues to support tribal
sovereignty and deeply underfund-
ed indigent legal services.

A long-time social worker, Rep. Lori
Gramlich (D-Old Orchard Beach)
used her experience to successful-
ly advocate for deeply-needed in-
vestments in mental and behavioral
health.

As a union electrician on renewable
energy projects, Rep. Scott Cuddy
(D-Winterport) noticed that women,
people of color, New Mainers and
working class Mainers were un-
derrepresented in the industry. So

he passed LD 1969 to ensure those
most impacted by climate change
are able to take part in the green
energy revolution to address it.

Speaker of the House Ryan Fec-
teau (D-Biddeford) led reforms
on outdated zoning and land use
regulations, advocating for more
affordable housing, strengthening
fair housing rules, increasing ener-
gy efficiency and overcoming local
exclusionary zoning. He also spon-
sored key investments in childcare
and strongly supported tribal sover-
eignty.

Representative Rebecca Millett
(D-Cape Elizabeth) sponsored ef-
forts to raise the energy efficiency
standards for all affordable housing
(LD 1656) and to close the loop-
hole that allows employers to re-
taliate against workers who use
their earned paid time off, (LD 1338)
which was ultimately vetoed.

House Majority Whip, Representa-
tive Rachel Talbot Ross (D-Port-
land) was a tenacious champion

for racial justice, affordable hous-
ing and criminal justice reform. She
sponsored numerous bills that ad-
vanced bold, progressive reforms
including recognizing tribal sover-
eignty (LD 1626, 906), streamlining
the permitting process for afford-
able housing (LD 1673), dedicating
estate tax revenue to addressing
the housing crisis (LD 1704),and en-
suring Maine has the data and ca-
pacity to understand the complex
impacts of potential policies on dif-
ferent people in Maine (LD 1610).

A long-time advocate for affordable
housing, Rep. Victoria Morales
(D-South Portland) went above and
beyond to advocate for funding and
reforms to address the state's af-
fordable housing crisis. She created
a powerful housing caucus, bring-
ing legislators together to work on
a wide variety of reforms, ranging
from more funding for new devel-
opment and general assistance, re-
claiming blighted and abandoned
land, a new voucher program, zon-
ing reforms and much more.

Attention Maine Small
Business Owners

°
AN
Do you believe in public policies that:

« Level the playing-field for small businesses to compete
with large corporations?

» Support our workforce?

« Promote investment in our communities?

Consider joining the Maine Small Business Coalition!

Al ]
p ﬁl 7B

www.mainesmallbusiness.org

COALITION

From advocating for crucial COVID-19 small business relief, to holding

corporations accountable for their fair share of taxes to support local

economies, MSBC members strive to foster real change that benefits
small business owners and the communities we serve.

WILL THERE BE A NEW HOPE OR WILL:..

i
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. MY BODY
MY CHOICE!

Coming this November.
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By the numbers, LePage’'s impact
on Maine's social safety net

During his eight years as governor, Paul LePage

took a machete to Maine’s social welfare system.

20% fewer people eligible

He tightened eligibility requirements for benefits through the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, making 20% fewer people
eligible to receive much-needed food assistance.

3'Y most food insecure state

Under LePage, Maine became the most food insecure state in
New England and the third most insecure in the nation.

14,000 fewer kids receiving funds

LePage successfully urged the legislature to change the rules of the f . .
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program, resulting in over 55’000 peOple S beneﬂts a't ”Sk
14,000 fewer kids receiving funds than otherwise would have.

If elected, LePage says he would install tightened rules for Medicaid
eligibility that could put 55,000 people’s health benefits at risk.

8x the number of kids in poverty

By 2017, the number of Maine children living in deep poverty was
eight times worse than the national average.

40 public health positions cut

LePage eliminated more than 40 public health positions from the
Maine CDC in 2015, a decision that would later hamper the agency's
ability to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.

20,000 people cut off Medicaid

LePage aggressively cut Maine's health care social safety net,
kicking 20,000 people off the state's Medicaid rolls at the end
of 2013.

For more information on these cuts to the social safety net and other
disastrous decisions by LePage, check out the Beacon podcast’s four-
part series on his legacy. Coming Fall 2022.
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__Celebrating 40 years with MPA! -y

Scan below to get
purchase tickets:

Friday, September 23rd, 6pm ** % oo

L

celebrate
with us!

——

Brick South at Thompson's Point, Portland
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MPA IS ONLY AS STRONG, RESILIENT,
CREATIVE AND BOLD AS OUR MEMBERS.
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

MPA works on issues that directly affect our members across Maine. We want to hear from you.

Please take a moment to fill out our community survey below to share how you and your family are doing and connect with
others working to advance policies to ensure all Mainers have what they need to thrive.

Have you had to take unpaid time off from work to care
for yourself or a family member? [ ]Yes [ No

[1 Icould not afford to take the time off

The drug overdose crisis has touched many people
in our communities. Could you share if any of these
apply to you or your family? (check all that apply)

[] I'have experienced substance use disorder
Do you have a hard time paying for access to health

o . Someone | love has experienced substance
care or medication (including dental)? []Yes [I No U P

use disorder

A lot of Mainers are providing care, either as a job or as | am in recovery

a caregiver for a family member. Do any of these apply
to you? (check all that apply)

Someone | love is in recovery

| have lost someone to overdose
[ ] Iam caring for an elderly family member or loved one
with a disability

| have experience working in the jail or prison or
court system

O Odogd

[] I'am caring for a child or children under the age of 18 | have or someone | love has been incarcerated

[ ] Iama direct care worker for the elderly or a person

with disabilities What is the biggest challenge your family or your
[ ] I'work for a child care provider community is facing right now?
How do you feel about your housing?

(check all that apply)
| feel secure and safe in my housing

My landlord/property manager isn't maintaining

, Is there additional information that you think we
my housing

should know?
| am on a waiting list for affordable housing

I'm afraid of not making my rent or mortgage payments

I'm worried about paying for my utilities
(heat and electricity)

O ddoogd oOo

| have faced the threat of eviction in the past 12 months

Name: Street address:

Email:

Phone: Town: Zip code:
[] Thisis a cell phone

[ ] Please text me with important updates

16 www.mainepeoplesalliance.org



